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Ben Self, the strategist behind Barack Obama's
online presidential campaign, in Slovenia
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NGOs Discussing Online Strategies with Ben Self

3 Ben Self, the founder of Blue State Digital and the strategist
behind Barack Obama's online presidential campaign, visited
Slovenia last week, sharing his knowledge about the online
strategies with governmental and non-governmental
representatives. He also participated at the Golden Drum, a well-
known advertising festival in Slovenia where he presented a few
. lessons from the Obama campaign, and how to apply them to

. different organizations. In the afternoon he joined a vivid
discussion about future of a digital world. Ben Self gave lectures
at the Institute and Academy for Multimedia in Ljubljana and at
the Faculty for Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences in
Maribor. Source: http://slovenia.usembassy.gov/self.html

MaSS Appeal at SNPJ Fal’m — submitted by Joe Valencic

America's Polka Padre, Fr. Frank Perkovich, returned to SNPJ
Farm in Kirtland, Ohio to celebrate his renowned Polka Mass.
Nearly 200 attended the musical worship service, with more
arriving for the dinner and dance that followed. The Wayne
Tomsic Orchestra provided Cleveland-style accompaniment for
the celebration and dance.

This year's Polka Mass featured a renewal of marriage vows.
Four couples repeated their mutual commitments to the melody of
"The Sweet Nearness of You." Fr. Perkovich's homily reflected
upon the couples' devotion and the day's gospel reading of the
creation of Eve. Alex Shaver, a member of the SNPJ Circle 2
Slovenian Junior Chorus, assisted at the Mass. Joe Valencic,
president of the Cleveland SNPJ Federation of Lodges, delivered
the readings.

The Polka Mass is a genuine Slovenian contribution to American
popular culture. The first Polka Mass was celebrated in 1972 by
Fr. George Balasko and the Bob Timko Orchestra. Most of the
hymns are based upon Slovenian folk melodies with lyrics from
the liturgy. Today the Polka Mass can be found at most summer
ethnic festivals across the country. Whether in Idaho or lowa,
most of the music at these events is readily identifiable as
Slovenian-style.

Phil Hrvatin Senior Editor

Father Frank Perkovich with altar server
Alex Shaver and his parents Karen and
Charles.

Father Frank Perkovich led four couples in
the renewal of their marriage vows at SNPJ
Farm on October 4, 2009

Tim Percic Creative Design



Raddell's and Maple Heights Catering Take Top Titles At
Slovenian Sausage Fest

EUCLID, OHIO -- Maple Heights Catering and Raddell's Slovenian Sausage Shop each took a title at the
6th Annual Slovenian Sausage Fest sponsored by the National Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame and
Museum. An estimated 400 pounds of Slovenian sausages were purchased by a crowd of 800 at the
Slovenska Pristava center in Harpersfield, Ohio. Attendees sampled Slovenian sausages from vendors
and voted for their favorites on Saturday, September 13. A formal tasting jury also selected a winning
sausage.

The People's Choice Award went to Raddell's Slovenian
Sausage Shop with R & D Sausage Shop as the runner-up. A
panel of judges picked Maple Heights Catering for "top
klobasa" of 2009 with Raddell's as a close second. Three
generations of the Hocevar family, owners of Maple Heights
Catering, accepted the banner for "Best of Fest." Both
Raddell's and Maple Heights have won the awards in
previous competitions. All three sausage vendors are based
in Cleveland, Ohio.
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Two judges were natives of Slovenia: Hon. Jure Zmauc, T A8 =
Cleveland's new Consul General of Slovenia, and Luka Three generations of the Hocevar family of Maple

. . . . . Heights Catering accept the Best of Fest banner
Zibelnik, visiting professor at Cleveland State University for for their winning entry in the 6th Annual Slovenian
Slovenian language studies. The other judges were Sausage Festival, hosted by the National
accordionist Kathy Zamejc Vogt of St. Catherines, Ontario; Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame and Museum
Tine Ribic of Slovenska Pristava; and Rose Frohnhofer of last Saturday in Harpersfield, Ohio. Eight hundred

. . . . . . visitors enjoyed eight hours of polka music
Allison Park, Pennsylvania. Visitors included Bonnie Zalokar provided by volunteer musicians.

Pandya, mother of United States astronaut Sunita Williams,
who took Slovenian sausages onto the Discovery space shuttle. Slovenian sausages (kranjske klobase)
are cured and smoked and prepared from recipes brought to the United States by immigrants from
Slovenia. The Slovenian Sausage Fest is hosted by the National Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame and
Museum and the American Slovenian Polka Foundation based in Euclid, Ohio. Six polka bands
volunteered to perform eight hours of music at this year's festival.

"The Slovenian Sausage Fest is a perfect combination of good music, good food and good people,” said
Cecilia Dolgan, President of the Polka Hall of Fame and Museum. "We enjoy sharing our love of
Slovenian music and culture.”

The National Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame and Museum celebrates the city's home-grown dance
music. Audio exhibits, historic photographs and original instruments trace the story of the sound from its
roots in the old Slovenian neighborhoods to national success in the 1950s with America's Polka King,
Frank Yankovic, and many other orchestras. About 300 bands still play the distinctive sound today. The
Hall of Fame and Museum has 1,500 members across North America and in Europe. It is the world's only
museum dedicated to Slovenian music. Annual polka music awards are presented by the Polka Hall of
Fame at a televised ceremony each November.

"We love polka dancing and we love sausages -- they go together!" said Frank Gorenc of Kitchener,
Ontario, Canada. "This is our first time at the festival and | know we'll be back.”

For more information on the Slovenian Sausage Fest and the Polka Hall of Fame. log onto the website at
www.polkafame.com .
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Background

The fourth annual GLOBAL HEALTH FORUM will be held in Washington, DC, on
October 22 and 23, 2009. This year’s motto is: “LOCAL IS GLOBAL.

The first day of the GLOBAL HEALTH FORUM 2009, which will take place on Thursday, October 22,
2009 at the Embassy of Italy in Washington DC, will face the 2 urgent challenges on health.

The first and foremost challenge is the Healthcare Reform, which will address the sustainable political
solutions to exit from the darkness of the so called “Black Box”. The second challenge will focus the
timing of the impending HiN1 pandemic influenza: lessons learned and latest triage to tackle the new
influenza through prevention and vaccine and an update global shield approach. Those two immediate
challenges deserve political will, scientific evidence based data, and the use of proper and professional
communication and innovative collaboration. The event will be an occasion of discussion and proposal
of new contents and issues to be submitted to the Secretary of Health and Human Services and the
Italian Minister of Welfare in the view of the renewal of the Italy-US Memorandum of Understanding
on Health.

The second day of the GLOBAL HEALTH FORUM 2009 will be held at the Embassy of Slovenia on
Friday, October 23, 2009. Morning sessions will present various local and global examples of
successful changes from primary care disciplines upon which the essence of healthcare is built. We
will also review the latest models for improved surveillance and public health: inequity, the dual
challenge of infectious and non-communicable diseases, and the poor insurance coverage.

The second focus will be on information technology and telemedicine which has transformed the way
medicine is practiced world-wide. We will stress the need to share resources and to leverage
information technology to broaden their impact on the healthcare change. We will present models
which offer evidence-based success stories of programs advancing sustainable healthcare in the
developed and the developing world. The main goal will be to extend outreach efforts when utilizing
digital diplomacy in order to improve the existing frameworks and business models which are
currently implemented within telemedicine and information technology.

The Science and Organizing Committee Chair, Dr. Mateja de Leonni Stanonik, MD, PhD, has
joined the efforts and the tradition of The Science Attaché at the Embassy of Italy in Washington, DC,
in order to organize The Global Health Forum 2009 in partnership with the Global Health Council,
the Center for Global Health at George Washington University, and the Delegation of EU
Commission as a part of the European Science Series in collaboration with EURAXESS Links USA.

The broad spectrum and wealth of the combined experience which stem from partnerships with the
Embassy of France and other organizations will offer a most unique foundation to the ensuing debate
on healthcare in the US. This forum presents a nexus in highlighting some of the healthcare
experiences by an emerging EU country and bridging them with the traditional western-European
country's healthcare system in order to lead by example, to promote collaboration, to explore the latest
health technology, and to learn from each other's experiences.

One Health for One World.

Part of European Science Series in collaboration with EURAXESS Links USA
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Friday, October 23, 2009
Location: Embassy of Slovenia
2410 California Street, NW, Washington DC 20008

9.30 Registration and Coffee: Arrival of Guests
9.50 Welcome by H.E. Ambassador Roman Kirn
Opening Address
Mateja de Leonni Stanonik, MD, PhD
Organizing and Scientific Committee Chair
10.00 - 12.00 Keynote Panel:

The Essence of Healthcare: Local and Global Perspectives

Chairs:

Jim Sherry, MD, PhD; Director, Center for Global Health,
George Washington University

Anthony C. Wisniewski, Esq., Senior Vice President, Strategic
Development, URAC

Hon. Speaker: Senator Tom Harkin, Chairman of Health,
Education, Labor and Pensions Committee - tbc

Panel Speakers:

1. Regina Benjamin, MD, MBA, Nominee for US Surgeon General,
CEO of the Bayou La Batre Rural Health Clinic in Bayou La Batre - tbc
The Bayou Clinic

2. Pierre Vigilance, MD, Director of DC dept. of Health,
Changes in DC's primary care strategy

3. Andres J. Pumariega, M.D., FACPsych, Chair, Department of
Psychiatry, The Reading Hospital and Medical Center
Mental health of immigrant and refugee populations

4. Keith E. Hansen, Health Sector Manager for Latin and South
America, The WorldBank

Improved surveillance and public health: inequity,

the dual challenge of infectious and non-communicable diseases,
and the poor insurance coverage across the region of South America

Part of European Science Series in collaboration with EURAXESS Links USA
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5. Peter Hotez, MD, PhD, President, Sabin Vaccine Institute
Walter G. Ross Professor and Chair, Department of Microbiology,
Immunology, & Tropical Medicine; The George Washington
University and Sabin Vaccine Institute

Infectious disease in S. America: challenges for primary care

12:00 - 12:30pm  Keynote Panel Discussion

Jim Sherry, MD, PhD; Director, Center for Global Health,

George Washington University

Smita Baruah, Director, Government Relations, The Global Health
Council

12.30 - 1.30 pm Lunch Break: Light Lunch will be served

1.30 pm - 3.00 pm Science, Technology & Health Diplomacy
Paradigm shift in Global Health Solutions

Chairs:

Smita Baruah, Director, Government Relations, the Global
Health Council

Mateja de Leonni Stanonik, MD, PhD

State of e-health in Slovenia

Hon. Speaker: William Kennedy Smith, MD, President, Center for
International Rehabilitation (CIR)

Panel Speakers:
1. Kevin Vigilante, MD, MPH, VP of Booz Allen Hamilton
Global Health Infrastructure and MegaCommunities

2. COL. Ronald L. Poropatich, MD, Telemedicine and Advanced
Technology Research Center (TATRC), US Army Medical Research
and Materiel Command (USAMRMC), Fort Detrick, MD

Operational Use of U.S. Army Telemedicine Information

Systems in Iraq and Afghanistan - Considerations for Multi-national
Operations

3. Alex Nason, MD, PhD, Director, Johns Hopkins Medicine
TeleHealth

Part of European Science Series in collaboration with EURAXESS Links USA
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3.00 pm - 4:00 pm

4:00 pm:

Council

4. Dale Alverson, MD, President-elect of the American
Telemedicine Association & Professor of Pediatrics and Regents'
Professor; Medical Director, Center for Telehealth and
Cybermedicine Research, University of New Mexico

Health Sciences Center

International Telemedicine and eHealth: Transforming
Systems of Care in the Global Community

5. Marya Levintova, PhD, International Health Program Officer
for Russia, Eurasia and Arctic Affairs, Division of International
Relations Fogarty International Center, National Institutes

Of Health

Science Diplomacy and the Russian Federation

6. Mateja de Leonni Stanonik, MD, PhD, Assist. Prof.,

Dept. of Psych., George Washington University & Center for Global
Health, George Washington University; Vice President, IVEH
Health Diplomacy within the concept of the international virtual e-
hospital

Roundtable
Health diplomacy and e-Health: Defining New Roles in
Digital Diplomacy

Closing Remarks
Mateja de Leonni Stanonik, MD, PhD

INNOVATION THROUGH PARNERSHIP:

GLOBAL HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT

Salon Lecture Series, Embassy of Slovenia

Invitation to multidisciplinary discussion on issues
contributing to globalization of science, technology, health,
as well as their ensuing impact on policy making and social
issues.

November 2009 - 2010

Part of European Science Series in collaboration with EURAXESS Links USA
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A Celebration of European Arts and Culture for Kids

Kids Euro Festival will feature talented European children’s entertainers from almost every
performance genre. Opera for children, improvisational storytelling, puppetry, dance, and acrobatics
are just a few of the exciting performances scheduled during almost four weeks of artistic adventures,
with no passport required.

Designed for children ages four through twelve, Kids Euro Festival is being staged once again
through the cooperation of the 27 European Union embassies in Washington and more than twenty
major local cultural institutions.

For information on specific performances and schedules, contact (202) 944-6558 or visit
www.kidseurofestival.org.

Slovenia will offer kids a fun puppet theatre The Gigantic Balloon, telling young audience how
“nothing is impossible for imagination™. Oscar, age 6, discovers through his imagination that even a
little bag can turn into a big balloon, which carries Oscar up in the sky and brings him home safely in
the evening.

For a complete schedule of The Gigantic Balloon performances, visit www.kidseurofestival.org.

Reading Workshop for Children,on October 24, at 10 am in Georgetown Interim Library,
will also offer Slovenian story, as a part of a Celebration of Eastern Europe.

All welcome!

Culture and Public Affairs Office
Embassy of Slovenia

2410 California Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20008 ‘ LE
T: (202) 386-6613 \
F: (202) 386-6633

www.washington.embassy.si
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Washington, D.C. *

Arrival
Slovenian
General 1n

The
Slovenia is pleased to welcome its

Consulate General of

new Consul General, a.i., Dr. Melita
Gabric.

Dr. Melita Gabri¢

Immediately prior to

Slovenian  Consul
Dr. Melita Gabric
served as Secretary-General of the

becoming the
General ai.,

Bled Strategic Forum, an annual
international conference co-organized
by the Slovenian Foreign Ministry.
Before that, she served in
New York as the special advisor to the
President of the 62nd Session of the
United Nations General Assembly.
Dr. Gabri¢ served a five-year term
as a foreign affairs advisor to the
President of the Republic of Slovenia,
Dr. Janez Drnovsek, and four years
as his foreign affairs advisor during
his tenure as Slovene Prime Minister.

*
Of

2410 Califormia St. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008
Phone: (202) - 386 - 6601
Fax: (202) - 386 - 6633

N ew
Consul

New York

Previously, Dr. Gabri¢ worked as
an EU consultant for the German
and British consulting firms GVG
and Birks&Sinclair during Slovenia’s

accession to the European Union. She
was also a co-founder of the City of
Women annual international festival
of modern arts, which has been taking
place in Slovenia since 1994.

Joining her in New York is
her husband, American author and
filmmaker Michael Benson, and their
son Daniel. We wish them all the best
in New York and look forward to a
productive and exciting term in the
four years to come.

October 15, 2009



Colonel Andrej Lipar Ending
His Posting

Colonel Andrej Lipar is ending his posting as the
defense attaché at the Slovenian Embassy at the end of
this October. Colonel Lipar served at the post for six years,
during which he successfully steered Slovenia’s efforts in
the United States at the times when Slovenia’s joining the
NATO in March 2009, and the European Union in May
2004.

The staff at the Embassy of Slovenia sincerely
thank Colonel Lipar for his participation in and
contribution to recognition of Slovenia in the United
States, and wish him and his wife Darja a safe travel and
happy uniting with their family.

Ambassador to

Ambassador Kirn will travel to Miami, Florida
on an official visit on Tuesday, October 20. He will meet
with officials from the educational, business as well as
political circles. The visit has been arranged by Slovenian
Honorary Consul, Dr. Gregory Chan, who is Provost
and Chief Academic Officer at St. Thomas University,
and his assistant, Sandra Zupan. Ambassador will give
lectures on Slovenia’s transition, political science, and
international affairs to the university students.

The Ambassador’s visit will coincide with the
Florida opening of the traveling exhibit of Slovenian
contemporary art MoveMoment, which was first
presented in Washington in 2007 on the occasion of
the opening of the new Slovenian chancery. The exhibit
will be on view in the Sardifas Gallery, St. Thomas
University, from the official opening night on October Dr. Gregory Chan, Slovenian Honorary
21, 2009, through February 15, 2010. Consul in Florida

Embassy’s Newsletter October 15, 2009



Bill Clinton to Visit Slovenia

Former US. President William Jefferson
Clinton will visit Slovenia on October the 31st, upon
invitation by the Diners Club of Slovenia.

Clinton will give a speech to the invitees of the
Diners Club of Slovenia and to the members of the
American economic chamber in Slovenia. The event
will take place in Cankarjev dom in Ljubljana, where
there will also be a reception for the former President.
Clinton has already been in Ljubljana and was also
the first US. president in office to visit independent
Slovenia.

President Clinton on his first visit to Slovenia.

Global Health Forum 2009: Connecting
Through Innovation & Partnerships

The fourth annual GLOBAIL HEALTH
FORUM will be held in Washington, DC, on October
22 and 23, 2009. This year’s motto is: “LOCAL IS
GLOBAL”.

In collaboration with the Embassy of Italy, the
Embassy of Slovenia is co-hosting the two-part series
as part of the EU Delegation’s European Science Series
in conjunction with EURAXESS Links USA. Other key
partners in this healthcare reform conference are the
Global Health Council and the Center for Global Health
at George Washington University under the guidance (or
can say stewardship) of Dr. Mateja de Leonni Stanonik,
MD, PhD, Science and Organizing Committee Chair.

GLOBAL HEALTH FORUM 2009 will be held
at the Embassy of Slovenia on Friday, October 23. The
panel discussions will address global healthcare issues
and innovations in primary care, medical technology,
telemedicine and health diplomacy. The conference will

Embassy’s Newsletter

also examine the need to share global resources and
information technology to broaden their impact on
healthcare both in the developed and the developing
wortld.

As the first part of its installation, GLOBAL
HEALTH 2009 will take place at the Embassy of Italy
on October 22. The introductory forum will examine
two topics: sustainable political solutions to healthcare
reform and lessons learned from the H1N1 influenza
including prevention and vaccination programs as an
updated cross-global shield approach to this pandemic.
Please join us on these two dates to discuss these
important and timely health issues in our communities.
One Health for One Wortld.

Welcome to all.

For the Embassy of Slovenia events RSVP by

Oct 20, 2009, to nina.aguilar@gov.si or (202) 386 6611.

October 15, 2009



Andrej Nabergoyj, Slovenian Young Global
Leader Meets Key Obama Administration

Officials

Washington, October 7,8 - Asan outstanding
young Slovenian enterpreneur, Andrej Nabergoj became
a member of the distinguished Forum of Young Global
Leaders. Under the umbrella of the World Economic
Forum (wwwweforum.org), Young Global Leaders
represent a unique, multistakeholder community of
exceptional young leaders who share a commitment to
shaping the global future

Young Global Leaders recently visited
Washington, DC where they had discussions with key
officials in the administration of president Obama on

a number of US policy issues. Among others they had

meetings with Hon. Hillary R. Clinton, Secretary of

State, Valerie Jarett from the Office of the President, Dr.
Larry Summers, the Director of the National Economic
Council, Dr. Peter Orsag, the Director of the Office of
Management and Budget, and others.

Young Global Leaders also held a “Meet the
Press” session with the CNN’s show moderator David
Gregory and executive producer Betsy Fisher.

WORLD
ECONOMIC

COMMITTED TC
IMPROVING THE STATE
OF THE WORLID

During his visit in Washington, Mr. Nabergoj,
who currently lives and works in Palo Alto, CA, also met
with ambassador Kirn and diplomats.

Cankar’s Novel Martin Kacur Now Also In

English

Ivan Cankar is generally regarded as the greatest
Slovene prose writer. Besides Martin Kacur, already
four volumes containing various works by Cankar exist
in English translation, which is only a tiny portion of his
opus.

More than anything, Cankar became known,
paradoxically, as a bohemian who was also steeped
in the ethnography and folklore of his native land.
His reputation continues to encompass his fierce
championing of the exploited and marginalized, and his
studied fascination with the avant-garde of European
art. Cankar’s strong reputation in Europe provided
Slovenes their first novelist of international repute and
of an indubitably modern and cosmopolitan spirit. His
works, furthermore - especially the short novel known in

Embassy’s Newsletter

English as The Bailiff Yerney and His Rights — embody
the poignant quest for national recognition and social
justice that so permeated atmosphere of late Habsburg
Slovenia.

The newly translated novel Martin Kacur,
by Professor John K. Cox, of North Dakota State
University, tells of the decline of an idealistic young
teacher, assigned to the Slovene hinterland for political
missteps. Brilliant descriptions of Slovenia’s natural
beauty alternate with the haze of alcoholic despair, rural
violence, marital alienation, and the death of a young and
beloved child. Above all, the novel is a representative of
Cankar’s social realism and his political and economic
critiques of fin-de-siecle society.

October 15, 2009



The EU Community in the Washington, DC area has joined together
to present the second annual Kids Euro Festival from October 15 through
November 10. The Festival, which received a wide national attention and positive
recognition within the Washington, DC area last year, will feature a wide range of
European children’s entertainers from almost every performance genre. Opera
for children, improvisational storytelling, puppetry, dance, and acrobatics are
just a few of the exciting performances scheduled during almost four weeks of
international artistic adventures - with no passport required.

Kids Euro Festival has this year brought together a number of established
and acclaimed art and culture institutions in the DC area, and will also offer
programs for children in local schools as well as reading workshops in libraries.

For extensive programming and the schedule of all performances, visit
the Kids Euro Festival’s official Web site:

www.kidseurofestival.org.

“The Gigantic Balloon” and the
author of the play,
Andrej Rozman - Roza.

Slovenia will offer to kids a fun
puppet-theater story, The Gigantic Balloon,
by Andrej Rozman-Roza, telling the young
audience how “nothing is impossible for the
imagination.” Oscar, age 6, discovers through
his imagination that even a little bag can turn
into a big balloon, which carries him up in the
sky and brings him safely home in the evening;

The Gigantic Balloon performances
are scheduled for
November 4 at 9:30 am and 11:30 am at the
Goethe Institut,

November 5 at 6:00 pm at the Kennedy Cen-
ter, and

November 7 at 3:00 pm at the Shakespeare
Theatre (reservations required).

Embassy’s Newsletter
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Father Rupnik’s Mosaics that Even the Pope

Wanted to Have

It is hard to decide what is most remarkable
about the chapel at Sacred Heart University in Fairfield,
Conn.: the art, the architecture or the idea of such a
chapel in the first place.

The Rev. Marko Ivan Rupnik is a Slovene Jesuit
priest and a world known artist from Idrija who founded
the Centro Aletti, a place of study, work, and prayer
established in Rome to build bridges between faith
and art, and among Christians of long-divided rites in
Eastern and Central Europe. Visiting the center in 1993,
the Pope was so taken by Father Rupnik’s paintings,
which seemed to revive the forms of ancient icons,
adding intense modern color that he invited the priest
to create mosaics for a papal chapel in the Vatican’s
Apostolic Palace.

Completed six years later, the papal Redemptoris
Mater chapel reveals Father Rupnik’s progression from
apprentice to master in the medium.

Father Rupnik has brought these gifts and
techniques to Sacred Heart, a 6,000-student university
founded in 1963 by the Roman Catholic bishop of

Bridgeport, CT, but led and staffed by laypeople.
Astonishingly, the nearly 2,000 square feet of mosaic
were installed in 12 days by Father Rupnik and 15
co-workers, both Eastern Orthodox Christians and
Eastern- and Latin-rite Catholics.

Mosaic in Sacred Heart Chapel.

Slovenian Language Lessons in New York

City

New beginner and intermediate/advanced level
groups are forming now for adults, as well as children,
interested in learning Slovenian or improving their
existing language skills. Lessons will begin during the
first week of November 2009.

Classes will be taught by Marta Stemberger,
MA, Founder of Arinna Inc. Language Services. Ms.
Stemberger’s classes are approved and subsidized
by the Slovenian Ministry of Education, on the
recommendation of Ivan Kamin, Representative of the
Office of the Government of the Republic of Slovenia
for Slovenians Abroad.

Embassy’s Newsletter

Those interested in learning Slovenian but who
do not live in the New York area are encouraged to
e-mail Ms. Stemberger or Mr. Kamin, as classes may
expand in the future, if there is sufficient interest.

For more information or to sign up for
Slovenian lessons, please contact Marta Stemberger at
marta@earinna.com or (718) 424-2711, ot Ivan Kamin
at jfkamin@verizon.net or (917) 723-2456. Classes will
have a fee of $25 per lesson.

October 15, 2009



A Blasting Start for Kopitar in the NHL

Season

With four goals and six passes in the first five
matches, Slovenian Anze Kopitar temporarily shares
the second place on the NHL strikers list so far.
More successful is only the Russian “Tsar”, Alexander
Ovechkin.

“Last year we lost about 20 matches, although
we were leading before the 3rd quarter. We just did not
manage to hold the lead. This season we know how to
do it, and even if we get a goal in the last minutes, we
stay calm and bring the match to the end,” explained
Kopitar and added that because of the good start the
team atmosphere is very good. “Kopis” LA Kings
won by 2-1 the last game against NY Islanders, where
Kopitar with the help of captain Dustin Brown scored
for 1-0. The Kings are now taking on the NY Rangers,

who are the leading team of the league and in the latest
game ran over Toronto with 7-2.

B |

Slovenia Still in the Game for the World
Championship 1n Soccer

Although Slovenia’s national soccer team won
over San Marino with 3-0, the Slovaks remained on the
top of the group, having defeated (1-0) against Poland
and qualifying for the World championship.

The win over Poland qualified Slovakia for
direct entry into the world championship, taking place
in South Africa next year and placed Slovenia among
the additional qualifiers for the tournament. “The guys
played very well, they did what everybody was expecting
from them, scored three nice goals. We all were hoping
that the Slovaks wouldn’t win, which would place us
directly into the world championship. But the sports luck

was on their side, I congratulate them. We will still have
to still exert a bit more effort to reach South Africa,”
said Slovenian coach, Matjaz Kek, after the match in San
Marino.

The weekly e-Newsletter is produced by the Embassy of Slovenia in Washington.
The archive of the e-Newsletter is available online. To subscribe or unsubsctibe to the e-Newsletter
please send an e-mail to: vwa@gov.si.

Network of Slovenes by
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