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Ines A. Murzaku, Ph.D. wins Fulbright Senior Specialist Grant
Seton Hall News & Events

Ines Angeli Murzaku, Ph.D., associate professor of Religious Studies and
the University Honors Program, wins a prestigious J. William Fulbright
Senior Specialist grant at the University of Ljubljana, Slovenia, Sociology
Department.She will be in Slovenia in November 2009.

Professor Murzaku has been invited to present lectures and lead graduate
seminars focusing on the role of Religion in Eastern Europe after the fall of
Communism and Inter-religion Dialogue.The focus of the lectures will be to
understand more fully, from a religious perspective, the place of religion in
human society, especially in a post-Communist European milieu; to
establish how religion has shaped European identity; and to explore if
religions and inter-religious dialogue can influence area politics. The
Sociology Program at the University of Ljubljana is an interdisciplinary and

multidisciplinary program of study, chaired by Professor Ales Crnic, a
specialist in religion, civilizations and new religious movements. The
University of Ljubljana is located in Ljubljana, the capital of Slovenia, a relatively large Central-
European city with over 300,000 inhabitants. The university boasts a rich educational tradition, with
more than 63,000 graduate and postgraduate students, 4,000 faculty employed in the 22 faculties,
three arts academies and one university college. The university was founded in 1919 on the basis of
centuries of educational tradition, remaining the only Slovenian University for half a century.

Ines Angeli Murzaku, Phd

The Fulbright Specialists Program (FSP) promotes linkages between U.S. academics and
professionals and their counterparts at universities abroad. The program is designed to award
grants to highly qualified U.S. faculty and professionals in select disciplines in order to engage in
short-term collaborative projects at higher education institutions in over 100 countries worldwide.

This is the second Fulbright Award that Professor Murzaku has won in the last three years. Her first
Fulbright Award in 2006 gave Professor Murzaku the opportunity to research in Italy. She conducted
research in “Magna Grecia,” Calabria, Sicilia, and Rome. The results of her investigations and
archival research were published in her most recent book: Returning Home to Rome? The Monks of
Grottaferrata in Albania (2009).

For more information please contact:
Ines Angeli Murzaku, Ph.D.

(973) 275-5845
Ines.murzaku@shu.edu

Source: http://www.shu.edu/news/article/174653
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Finding Slovenia

The Slovenian-American Heritage Foundation hosted their fifth talk of their 2009 Lecture Series on
June 24, 2009. The Foundation along the Slovenska Narodna Citalnica (Slovenian National Library)
presented a book talk with Jacqueline Widmar Stewart, author of a new book entitled Finding
Slovenia. The program was a great success with over 100 members and guests in attendance. A
coffee and strudel social followed the lecture in the meeting room of the Euclid Public Library, 631
East 222nd Street in Euclid, Ohio.

Photos posted at: http://www.cleslo.com/photos/2009-06-24.shtml

Letters

Posted in the July 28, 2009 St. Vitus Church bulletin

A SINCERE THANKS - to a friend of our parish and the Slovenian community, Phil Hrvatin, who took
beautiful group photos of our wedding jubilee couples three weeks ago at St. Vitus. Parishioners can
see the group photo in the June edition of the “Slovenian American Times”, published once a month
containing over thirty pages of news and views. To subscribe to the “Slovenian American Times”, call
216-430-1625 ext 1 or www.slovenianamericantimes.com To view all of Phil’s photos of the mass, our
weekly bulletins and much more visit his website at www.cleslo.com

Bulletins

Weekly church bulletins of St. Mary of the Assumption
and St. Vitus Church are posted at:

http://www.cleslo.com/information/churches.shtml




Slovenian Railways Wind Orchestra

V nedeljo,
21. junija, je
Godba
Slovenskih
zeleznic iz
Zidanega
mostu z
nastopom na
Slovenski
Pristavi pri
Clevelandu
zacela svoje
prvo
gostovanje
po ZDA in
Kanadi.

Pred
koncertom,
posvecenim
dnevu
drzavnosti
Republike 5
Slovenije, je kot ¢astni govornik nastopil Generalni konzul dr. Zvone Zigon, poseben
gost prireditve pa je bil senator George Voinovich.

Godba je veclstoglavo mnozico presenetila s kakovostnim in prisrénim programom, ki sta
ga obogatili kanadska Slovenka Marija Ahaci¢ ter slovenska pevka Nuska Drascek.

On Sunday, June 21st, Slovenian
Railways Wind Orchestra gave its
first concert on its first American-
Canadian tour. The concert on

g Slovenska Pristava near Cleveland
=~ was in honour of the Statehood

i Day of the Republic of Slovenia.
Honorary speakers before the
concert were dr. Zvone Zigon,

7 Consul General of Slovenia, and

" senator George Voinovich.
Hundreds of visitors were very
pleasantly surprised by the quality
and warmth of the young wind orchestra, enriched by singing of Canadian Slovenian
Marija Ahacic and Slovenian singer Nuska Drascek.
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Fr. Metod Ogorevc just called to inform me that Fr. Vendelin Spendov, OFM
passed away this morning. His wake will be held in the Chapel of the St. Mary’s
Monastery (Custody of the Holy Cross) in Lemont Sunday evening. His funeral
mass will be held on Monday at 10am. We are thankful to God for finally taking
back home. Fr. Vendelin himself expressed hope for this right before his last
stroke. Fr. Vendelin was a priest, pastor and confidant for many of us. For many
of us he was the one who taught us an appreciation for Slovenian music;
especially liturgical music. He will remembered by many as being one of the first
Slovenian composers to create liturgical music in the Post Vatican Il era and he
did it so well.

His debilitating condition prevented him from playing organ for the past few
years. This brought him great sadness because he loved to create music. Itis a
blessing that he will be able to go back and do again that which brought so much
joy to his life and others. | am sure he is thrilled to be able to compare “notes”
with all the other composers who have preceded him to eternal glory!

Naj Pociva v Miru!
John P. Vidmar, Ph.D.

Senior Vice-President
Global Director of Public Sector Research

222 S. Riverside Plaza
Chicago, IL 60606

+001.312.526.4010 (office)
+001.312.513.7319 (mobil)
+001.321.526.4507 (fax)
















Slovenefest 2009 Coming 1n July

Slovenefest XXVIII is just
around the corner. Be sure to set
aside the weekend of July 10-
12, 2009, and join SNPJ for our
biggest celebration of the year!

Ambassador of the
Republic of Slovenia, Roman Kirn
will be attending along with his
wife.

SNP]J will celebrate the 28th
anniversary of Slovenefest in 2009,
along with the 53rd anniversary of
the Miss SNPJ Pageant, which has
become a highlight of Slovenefest
activity over the past 11 years.
The four performance

for Slovenefest XXVIII
include the air-conditioned Alpine

venues

Room and the spacious Outside

Stage, which host the popular
Slovenian-style polka bands; the

Get ready for

S!.OE/EN EFEST
L7111

it’s coming
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new International Pavilion, which
is reserved for more traditional,
Slovenian musicians and visiting
performers; and the Gostilna (club
room), which pulses with the beat
of a variety of button box clubs
and good-time musicians.

Bring

along your

instrument and join in the jam
sessions  scheduled throughout
the weekend in the Food & Jam
Tent. Slovenefest XXVIII will also
feature the music of Trio Krizman
from Ljubljana, Slovenia, as well as
the Alpine sounds of Murski Val
from Canada.
There’s

everyone at Slovenefest — music,

something  for
dancing, food, friends and fun!
So get the entire family together
this July and head out to the SNP]J
Recreation Center in the Borough
of SNPJ (Enon Valley), Pa., to
help SNPJ celebrate another fun-
filled Slovenefest weekend. Visit
http://www.snpj.org/fest_page.
html for more information.

Traditional Meeting of Slovenian Expatriates

Smarjeske Toplice/Nova Gorica,
July 4 (STA) - About 300 Slovenian
expatriates gathered for their 16th
jamboree in Smarjeske Toplice on
Saturday.

Minister for  Slovenians
Abroad Bostjan Zeks said on the
occasion that the purpose of such
meetings was that Slovenians living
abroad see first hand what was
going on in their homeland.

Accordingto Zeks,Slovenian
expatriates, primarily political ones,
still believe that Slovenia is governed
by some kind of a strange regime,
which has to be afraid of.

They
or hear about Slovenia,

usually only read
so he
believes that it is good that they get
acquainted with the true situation
on the spot.

Zeks added he was

happy, personally and as the minister

not
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for Slovenians abroad, that a similar
meeting is being organized today in

Photo by Bobo

Nova Gorica by another group
of Slovenian expatriates.

This happens because there
is a belief that there are different
kinds said,
proposing that the organizers agree

of Slovenians, he

to join the meetings next time.
to Zeks, the
biggest communities of

According

Slovenian
live in Germany, the US,

expatriates

Canada, Argentina and
Australia. Emigrants
arrived in different waves,
first the

economic situation, and

because of

then a wave of political
and post-war emigrants
followed.

There are differences
between them, including
ideological  differences,

the minister said, adding
that “it does not matter
whete Slovenians come from, all of
them are our people.”

The head of the Slovenians
in the World association, Bostjan
said that the

Kocmur, annual
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jamboree provide the opportunity
for exchange of opinions and public
discussions. At the same time, they
are a place where people can get
new acquaintances and strengthen
the Slovenian identity, he added.

The meetingis attended each
year by hundreds of participants,
including Slovenians living abroad
and those who have returned, as
well as Slovenians promoting closer
ties with the country’s emigrant
population.

Later today,
ethnic Slovenians living abroad
convened in Nova Gorica the
traditional annual “Meeting in Our

1,000

about

Country”.
The

social

gathering,

organized by the Slovenian Emigrant
Association, was addressed by
President Danilo Tuerk.

The president noted at the
53rd gathering, which was also
attended by Minister Zeks, that
Slovenian emigrants had also played
an important role in the creation of
the Slovenian state.

After
independence, Slovenian expatriates
helped Slovenia establish precious
ties with influential factors in the

Slovenia

gained

countries where they live, and some
also offered material and financial
aid, Tuerk said.

The head of the Slovenian
Emigrant Association Sergij Pelhan
added that about 450,000 Slovenians

lived outside Slovenia, of which
80,000 has Slovenian citizenship.
About 150,000 Slovenians and their
descendants keep regular contact
with their homeland, according to
him.

The president also opened
an exhibition dedicated to the
Alexandrians, Slovenian women who
worked in Egypt, mostly Alexandria,
from the end of the 19th until the
middle of 20th centuries.

World  War 11,

some 8,000 Alexandrians,

Before
mainly
women from the western region of
Gorisko, worked in Egypt as nurses,
seamstresses, maids and
governesses in the households of
rich European families.

nannies,

Number of Births in 2008 Highest in Slovenia’s History

Ljubljana, 5 July (STA) - Slovenia
hasseenarecord number of births
in its history in 2008, according
to data released by the Statistics
Office. For the first time since
1991, when the country gained
independence, the number of
newborns topped 21,000.

Nearly 21,820 babies were born,
which is 10% up year-on-year.
11,126 of the newborns were
boys and 10,691 were girls.

The number of births is on the
increase since 2003, when the
country saw the record law of
births. The estimated fertility rate
for 2008 stands at 1.53 children -

the highest in the last 20 years.
Compared to the past decades,
women in Slovenia decide to
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have fewer children and at a later
age. In 2008, average age of the
mother stood at 30. Mothers of
firstborns were on average 28.4
years old. Both figures have hit a
record-high since World War II.
Only 21.9% of mothers who
gave birth to their firstborns
were under 25, while the number
of those who gave birth to their
first baby after the age of 35
topped 7%.

Nearly half of the children born
in 2008 were firstborns, over 36%

were the second child and some
10% were the third child.

Slovenia Won

Five Medals in US

At international wine competition in San
Francisco, two Slovene wine cellars together won
five medals.

Caller Ptuj’s Rhine Rizling 2008 late vintage
won the title of champion of predicate wines, the
letter also being the highest ranked Slovene wine
at the competition. In addition, Ptuj won silver for
its Cuvee 2007 and bronze for Sauvignon 2008.

Slovene vintner Jure Brumec - caller

Vinum, however, won silver for his Laski Rizling
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grape assortment 2006, and bronze for Traminec
2006.

In spite of the fact that caller Ptuj won
several highest recognitions at international wine
competitions in the past, vintner Brumec presents
a definite surprise of the year. This year, namely, he
already won the golden medal at review Decanter
and he became Decanter’s regional champion.
Additionally, he received medals at numerous
other competitions.

July 10, 2009



The Ljubljana Summer Festival opened this Monday

Ljubljana, 6 July - The Ljubljana Summer Festival,
bringing some 2,500 performers from 20 countries to
Slovenia’s capital, opened on Monday evening with a
ballet performance by the Milan-based La Scala featuring
the music of the legendary band Pink Floyd.

The Ljubljana Summer Festival, with its long
history and tradition of presenting premier artistic events,
contributes significantly to the cultural life of Ljubljana.

Each year, its wide and varied programme of
events includes from 70 to 80 concerts and opera and

ballet performances attended by around 80,000 people
from home and abroad.

The highlights of the 57th Ljubljana summer
festival will be the mentioned ballet Pink Floyd
performed by Milan’s La Scala theatre, a concert by
the famous tenor Ramoén Vargas accompanied by the
Slovenian Philharmonic Orchestra, and Bolshoi Theatre’s
production of the opera Eugene Onegin, among others.

For more go to: http://wwwljubljana.si/en/
tourism/events/15160/podrobno.html
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Photo courtesy of City of Ljubljana

TWill Buy a Ship Ticket to America’ Postcard Exhibition

See an interesting exhibition enititled T will buy a ship ticket to America’ at the Slovenian Academy
of Sciences and Arts in Ljubljana . This unique postcards exhibition tells stories of emigrants that
taced langauge difficulties when departing for distant lands, relying on the attractiveness of the

advertisement materials to help them choose where to travel.

See the exhibit at http:/ /isi.zrc-sazu.si/ files/galerija/ljubljana/en4.html.

Embassy Newsletter
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Events

Your online

connection 5-['?{1*.'&’”*-’1: 5!: "

Please visit the joint Web site of the 27 EU to everything o hﬁﬁ:-. L
representations in the U.S. for information on Slovenian '
current EU events: all around
http:/ /www.eurunion.org/EUInUS/events the world.

The weekly e-Newsletter is produced by the Embassy of Slovenia in Washington.
The archive of the e-Newsletter is available online. To subscribe or unsubscribe to
the e-Newsletter please send an e-mail to: vwa@gov.si.
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HELP CELEBRATE THE 70TH ANNIVERSARY OF
SNP] RECREATION GROUNDS,

10946 HEATH RD., KIRTLAND, OH

LODGE 604 UTOPIANS
ANNUAL SUMMER PICNIC, JULY 26, 2009

LAMB AND PIG ROAST
COOKED ON THE PREMISES
GODINA'’S BAR-B-QUE
(WELL-KNOWN SLOVENEFEST CHEF)

LAMB: $11.00 1Ib - PORK: $8.00 1b
PRE-ORDERS REQUESTED
All others first come, first served basis

SERVING 2:00PM
ROAST BEEF AND SAUSAGE DINNERS

AVAILABLE $8.00
HOT DOGS, SIDES (POTATOES & SALAD) AND KROFE

EDDIE RODICK ORCHESTRA

3:30-7:30PM
MORE INFORMATION AND PRE-ORDERS CALL GERRI
TREBETS - 440-951-9611



