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August 21, 2008 marks the end of a 110 year journey for the Ameriska Domovina / American Home

Visit www.clevelandslovenian.com

newspaper. Many have expressed a heartfelt thanks to the Jim &

Madeline Debevec for their years of service and dedication to the [ smeipummins - wmercn fome S|

Slovenian community. A steering committee of the Friends of the — i | AMERICAN HOME =

American Home newspaper invite all to a meeting to discuss the

possibility of a successor publication on Thursday September 4,
2008 at St. Mary’s Parish Hall 15519 Holmes Ave. Cleveland, OH
44110 Telephone 216-761-7740.

Silver Medalist Visits the US Embassy in Ljubljana

A Fond Farewell

AUgUSt 20, 2008 http:/islovenia.usembassy.gov/sara.html

Sara Isakovi¢, who won a silver medal in the 200 meter freestyle
at the 2008 Olympics in Beijing visited the U.S. Embassy. She is
going to the University of California in Berkeley to study and ==

continue her swimming career.

Sara Isakovic¢ and Deputy Chief of Mission Brad Freden

Left: Sara Isakovi¢ with some of the embassy's staff
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A Note from Paul Rozman Yl]ll TUEE

Broadcast Yourself™
Kres to Hold Annual Performance R

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_jdus20a5TI

August, 2008, CLEVELAND— The Slovenian folk dancing group, Folklorna skupina Kres proudly
presents its annual performance which will be held on Saturday, September 13, 2008 at 7:00
p.m at the Slovenian National Home (6417 Saint Clair Avenue ¢ Cleveland, Ohio 44103).
Consisting of 135 dancers ranging in age from kindergarten to college-aged, the group promises
to thrill audiences with contagiously energetic Slovenian polkas, lively skits and song, as well
as traditional dances originating from the various regions of beautiful Slovenia.

Dance is a crucial part of any culture. The members of Kres are dedicated to sharing the joy
of song and dance and educating the public on age old, ethnic traditions from Slovenia. From
exquisite and colorful traditional costuming, to historically researched choreography and
stylized dances, performances appeal to audiences of all ages and backgrounds.

Folklorna skupina Kres extends a most sincere invitation to attend the September 13,
performance which will be followed by dancing with food and drink available throughout the
evening. Tickets are $15.00 for all adult tickets and table seats, and $5.00 for all child balcony
and child floor seating. Tickets are on sale now! Call Sonia Kolari¢ to reserve your tickets or
table at (440)-256-1546. The Slovenian National Home is located at 6417 Saint Clair Avenue *
Cleveland, Ohio 44103.

Direct All Inquiries to:

Paul Rozman, Vice President, Public Relations Director
Folklorna skupina Kres

216.382.1491 paulrozman09@gmail.com
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On Auqust 4, 2008 | had the opportunity to say farewell to Ambassador Samuel Zbogar at the
Embassy in the Republic of Slovenia in Washington DC. We had the opportunity to reminisce
about many exciting times that we shared in Washington and Cleveland over the past four
years. | look forward to renewing our friendship in Slovenia in the near future.

Phil Hrvatin

Pending the arrival of an ambassador, Ms Miriam T. Mozgan,
Deputy Chief of Mission will act as Charge d'Affaires a.i.

Photo by Phil Hrvatin

Slovenians in the News

August 2008 - Maj. Gen. Frank Gorenc
was assigned as Director of Air and Space
Operations, Air Combat Command,
Langley AFB, Virginia.

Photo right: Maj. Gen. Frank Gorenc US Air Force and
Colonel Anrej Lipar Defense, Military, Naval & Air
Attaché Slovenia June 25, 2008 Embassy of Slovenia
Washington DC

Photo by Phil Hrvatin
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official Web-Siteof the UNITED STATES AIR FORGE

Source: http://Iwww.af.mil/bios/bio.asp?biolD=7915

MAJOR GENERAL FRANK GORENC

Maj. Gen. Frank Gorenc is Director of Air and Space Operations,
Headquarters Air Combat Command, Langley Air Force Base, Va. He is
responsible to the Commander, Air Combat Command, on all matters
pertaining to the direct operational planning, training, command and
controlling functions to deploy and employ regular and Reserve
component combat air forces, including more than 1,900 aircraft, in
support of U.S. security objectives.

General Gorenc was born in Ljubljana, Slovenia. He earned his
commission in 1979 as a distinguished graduate from the U.S. Air Force
Academy. He has commanded a fighter squadron, an operations group
and two wings. General Gorenc has also served at the Pentagon as
Chief, Studies, Analysis and Gaming Division on the Joint Staff. Prior to
assuming his current position, he was the Commander, Air Force District
of Washington.

The general is a command pilot with more than 4,100 flight hours and
has served as the F-15C East Coast Demonstration Team pilot.

EDUCATION

1979 Distinguished graduate, Bachelor of Science degree in civil
engineering, U.S. Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs, Colo.

1983 Squadron Officer School, by correspondence

1986 Air Command and Staff College, by correspondence

1986 NATO Tactical Leadership Program, Jever AB, West Germany
1988 Distinguished graduate, U.S. Air Force Fighter Weapons School, Nellis AFB, Nev.

1989 Master of Aeronautical Science degree, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Daytona Beach, Fla.

1994 Air War College, by seminar

1995 Master of Science degree in national security strategy, National War College, Fort Lesley J. McNair, Washington,
D.C.

2006 Joint Force Air Component Commander Course, Maxwell AFB, Ala.

2007 Capstone Flag Officer Course, National Defense University, Fort Lesley J. McNair, Washington, D.C.

2008 Joint Flag Officer Warfighter Course, Maxwell AFB, Ala.

2008 Defense Policy Seminar, Elliott School of International Affairs, George Washington University, Washington, D.C.

ASSIGNMENTS

1. August 1979 - December 1980, student, undergraduate pilot training, Vance AFB, Okla.

2. December 1980 - April 1984, T-38A instructor pilot and flight examiner, 25th Flying Training Squadron, Vance AFB,
Okla.

3. April 1984 - August 1984, student, F-15 Replacement Training Unit, Luke AFB, Ariz.

4. August 1984 - April 1988, F-15C aircraft commander, flight examiner and flight commander, 525th Tactical Fighter
Squadron, Bitburg AB, West Germany

5. April 1988 - October 1991, F-15C aircraft commander and Chief, Weapons and Tactics, 94th Fighter Squadron,
Langley AFB, Va.

6. October 1991 - March 1992, Chief, Weapons and Tactics, 1st Fighter Wing, Langley AFB, Va.

7. March 1992 - June 1992, aide to the Commander, Tactical Air Command, Langley AFB, Va.

8. June 1992 - September 1993, aide to the Commander, Air Combat Command, Langley AFB, Va.

9. September 1993 - August 1994, Chief, Operational Officer Assignments Branch, ACC, Langley AFB, Va.

10. August 1994 - September 1995, student, National War College, Fort Lesley J. McNair, Washington, D.C.

11. September 1995 - January 1996, operations officer, 390th Fighter Squadron, Mountain Home AFB, Idaho



12. January 1996 - June 1997, Commander, 390th Fighter Squadron, Mountain Home AFB, Idaho

13. June 1997 - January 1998, special assistant to Operations Group Commander, Mountain Home AFB, Idaho

14. January 1998 - December 2000, Chief, Studies, Analysis and Gaming Division, Joint Staff, the Pentagon, Washington,
D.C.

15. December 2000 - August 2002, Commander, 18th Operations Group, Kadena AB, Japan

16. August 2002 - September 2003, special assistant to U.S. European Command/Supreme Allied Commander Europe,
Mons, Belgium

17. September 2003 - June 2005, Commander, 1st Fighter Wing, Langley AFB, Va.

18. June 2005 - July 2006, Commander, 332nd Air Expeditionary Wing, Balad AB, Iraq

19. August 2006 - June 2007, Director, Operational Plans and Joint Matters, Deputy Chief of Staff for Air, Space and
Information Operations, Plans and Requirements, Headquarters U.S. Air Force, Washington, D.C.

20. June 2007 - August 2008, Commander, Air Force District of Washington, Andrews AFB, Md.

21. August 2008 - present, Director of Air and Space Operations, Air Combat Command, Langley AFB, Va.

FLIGHT INFORMATION

Rating: Command pilot

Flight hours: More than 4,100

Aircraft flown: T-38A, F-15C, MQ-1B and UH-1N

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

Defense Superior Service Medal with oak leaf cluster
Legion of Merit with oak leaf cluster

Airman's Medal

Bronze Star Medal

Meritorious Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters
Air Medal with three oak leaf clusters

Aerial Achievement Medal with silver oak leaf cluster
Joint Service Commendation Medal

Air Force Commendation Medal with oak leaf cluster
Air Force Achievement Medal with oak leaf cluster
Combat Readiness Medal with four oak leaf clusters
National Defense Service Medal with bronze star
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal

Southwest Asia Service Medal with bronze star
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal

OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS
2006 Joseph A. Moller Trophy, Air Combat Command's Outstanding Wing Commander

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION
Second Lieutenant May 30, 1979

First Lieutenant May 30, 1981

Captain May 30, 1983

Major June 1, 1990

Lieutenant Colonel March 1, 1994
Colonel Sept. 1, 1998

Brigadier General Oct. 1, 2005

Major General Feb. 1, 2008

(Current as of August 2008)



Newsletter

August 22, 2008

3

Embassy of »*r
The Republic of Slovenia *

Washington, D.C. o

Page 1

2410 California St. N.W.
‘Washington, D.C. 20008
Phone: (202) - 386 - 6601
Fax: (202) - 386 - 6633

Upcoming Events

meassador Samuel
Zbogar Bids Farwell

Washington, August 22 -
Ambassador Samuel Zbogar will
bid farewell on Friday, August 22,
when he will finish his four-year
mandate as Ambassador of
Slovenia to the United States.

Samuel Zbogar
Washington, August 22, 2008

.

Dear colleagues and friends,

After four successful and most
enjoyable years I am today
leaving Washington and the
United States and returning to
Slovenia. Pending the arrival of
my successor, Ms Miriam T.
MozZgan, Deputy Chief of Mission
will act as Charge d'Affaires a.i.

Looking at what I have learned
and how I have grown as a
person these years and looking
at what we have achieved
together, I 'm leaving satisfied
and happy.

Slovenia is today an ally and a
partner working closely with the
US and contributing its share to
solving problems in international
relations. Due to its activities
internationally, Slovenia today is
more present here in Washington
and in the US.

I am leaving this country also
with a heavy heart. We diplomats
know that a day comes when we
have to move (again). And yet,
in four years one puts down
roots, establishes friendships,
has a favorite store and a
restaurant, a  hairdresser, a
weekend gateway and a running
trail. I will miss all that.

But it is so much more than that.
In four years there were so many
people that entered my life and
this is what I will miss most:

Friends from the Administration
with whom we worked closely
during the OSCE Chairmanship
and the EU Presidency. We were

www.washington.embassy.si

elaborating on  strengthening
bilateral ties, including when
preparing the visit of Slovenian
Prime Minister to the White
House and American President to
Slovenia.

Senators and Congressman of
Slovenian decent who are proud
of their origin and are doing their
share in strengthening our
relations.

Ambassadors and diplomats who
extended their friendship and
were so patient and supportive
during our EU Presidency and
including those from smaller
countries that we  worked
together on poetry events.

Colleagues from think tanks with
whom we organized numerous
discussions and round tables
ranging from Balkans to energy
to space travel.

People from the Slovenian
community  that not only
received me all over the US with
Slovenian warmth and open
hands (and potica), but also
contributed most passionately to
our fundraising project for
victims of landmines.

American and Slovenian business
people with whom we tried to tie
the knots from investments, to
trade, to tourism. And especially
the nice people from the National
Geographic Society whom we
can be proud to have for our
friends.

Honorary Consuls who provide
their service for Slovenia in their
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home states and put together
great programs during my visits
there.

Journalists who helped us put
Slovenia more on the map of
Washington and the US.

All those friends that contributed
for the mine victims gave me
motivation for my races and
cheered for my successes.

And all the patient people from
architecture and construction
companies who guided us
through the renovation of the
embassy, a star project of my
term.

And of course my professional
and loyal team at the Embassy
with whom we lived our big lives
as a small family.

And all those people from all
walks of life from all over the US
with  whom have crossed our
paths, learned about each others
stories and wishes in life and
promised to keep in touch.

Thank you all for entering my life
and for making our stay in the
US a great and most memorable
experience. I hope and believe
that we can keep all these
friendships for wherever we will
end up.

I am honored to be able to serve
in such a great country. I have
learned a lot during these years.
I tried to observe and learn and I
hope I am taking some of that
home with me.

Hope to see you all (not at the
same time though) soon in
Ljubljana, in Slovenia.

Until than best regards,
Yours,

Samuel Zbogar

August 22, 2008

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 15,2008

Samucl Zbog

ar
Ambassador of the Republic of Slovenia
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr Ambassador:

T enjoyed seeing you during my trip back to Slovenia. T found our discussion
to be productive and substantive, and I appreciate your strong leadership
and dedicated efforts on behalf of the Slovenian people.

The United States values our deep friendship with Slovenia, and we are
grateful for your 1o g th ip between
our countries.

Best wishes.

Sincerely,

o3&

corge W)

US President George Bush thanked
Ambassador Zbogar for his dedication
to strengthening partnerships between
our countries.

The Slovenian Ambassador welcomed
numerous distinguished guests at the
Embassy during the EU Presidency,
including Secretary Rice and Secretary
Gutierrez.

His Excellency Samuel Zbogar

"The Slovenian ambassador is among
the younger breed of diplomats who
know that sometimes the best way to
promote their causes is to get out of
Washington and engage average
Americans."

Washigton Times on April 2007

www.washington.embassy.si

n |g e tra itional Sleian
Linden tree in front of the new
embassy building.

Fundraising Marathons-
Ambassador Zbogar has raised a total
of $71,418.00 USD, thus providing eight
landmine survivors from Bosnia and
Herzegovina with the rehabilitation
treatment they need in Slovenia.

Ambassador Zbogar’s first marathon in
Cleveland, Ohio
May 2007

Mr. Ambassador,

Thank you for all your hard
work and dedication to Slovenia
and the Slovenian community in
the U.S. We wish you the best of

luck in all that you strive to

accomplish in the future.
Srecno!
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BEIJING GAMES: Slovenia
Strikes Gold with Hammer
Throw

Slovenia's Primoz Kozmus picked
up Slovenia's first Olympic gold

medal in the men's track and
field competition this past
Sunday. Kozmus won the
hammer final in Beijing after
throwing a season's best of
82.02m to claim the gold.
Kozmus jumped into the lead

with his second round throw of
82.02m and consolidated his lead
with four throws just over the
80m mark. Vadim Devyatovskiy
from Belarus took the silver with
a throw of 81.61m, while his co-
patriot Ivan Tsikhan took bronze
with 81.51m.

e v —
Primoz Kozmus won the gold medal.
(Adrian Dennis/AFP/Getty Images)

BEIJING GAMES: Debevec
Takes Bronze in Three-
Position

Beijing, August 17 - Slovenian
shooter Rajmond Debevec won
the bronze in Sunday's rifle
three-position competition at the
Beijing Olympics. The winner was
Qui Jian of China, while silver
went to Yuri Sukhurokov of
Ukraine.

In a dramatic finish, Debevec
managed to squeeze a spot
among the top three leaders with

August 22, 2008

Slovenian shooter Rajmond Debevec
took third place in the rifle three-
position competition at the Beijing

Olympics.

his final shot, after the leader
until then, Matthew Emmons of
the US, shot only 4.4 to drop
down the ladder.

The 45-year-old Slovenian came
into the final with a lead, but two
7-point shots meant he slipped
out of the medal hunt. A final
shot of 10.8 however was enough
to catapult him into third place.
"In shooting you need to control
every muscle but I was unable to
relax my body and my hands
were shaking. It's all in the head.
In Sydney I felt invincible but
here it was completely different",
Debevec said.

BEIJING GAMES: Zbogar
Sails to Silver

Beijing, August 19 - Slovenian
yachter Vasilij Zbogar took
second place in the final regatta
of the laser class at the Beijing
Olympics to take second place
overall in the competition. Paul
Goodison of Great Britain won
the gold.

Zbogar finished the competition
with a combined score of 71
points, eight behind Goodison,
who had a virtually indisputable
lead coming into the final race.
Italy's Diego Romero was third
with 75 points.

www.washington.embassy.si
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"I'm over the moon. I performed

as I had hoped in the final
regatta - I did not make a
mistake. Everything went
according to plan," said the
native of the coastal town of
Izola.

The second place was enough to
allow the 32-year-old to move up
to second overall, improving on
his third-place finish in Athens
and giving Slovenia its fifth
medal of the Beijing Olympics,
the country's biggest medal tally
at any Olympics.

Slovenia's Vasilij Zbogar wins silver
in the laser class at the Beijing
Games.

The country of two million has so
far won one gold, two silver and
two bronze medals in Beijing,
while its previous best was four
medals (two silver and two
bronze) in Athens.

BEIJING GAMES: Slovenia
Hammers Armenia in
Medals Per Capita

Beijing, August 17th - On
Sunday night in Beijing, Primoz
Kozmus won the Olympic gold
medal in the hammer throw, and
in doing so lifted Slovenia to No.
1 in Olympic rankings in Medals
Per Capita. As highlighted in the
LA Times, Kozmus' gold medal
on Sunday gave Slovenia four
medals* for 2,007,711 people, or
one for every 501,927
Slovenians. Those four medals
have occurred one each in Judo,
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Swimming, Shooting, and now
Field.
Kozmus' gold medal dislodges

the country of Armenia from the
No.1 spot. Armenia has held the
No.1 spot in Medals Per Capita
for five Olympic days, winning
five medals from a country of
2,968,586 people.

*On August 19, Vasilij Zbogar's
silver medal further strengthened
Slovenia's No. 1 position in
Olympic rankings in Medals Per
Capita. Slovenia now has 5
medals.

ESTA: Electronic System

for Travel Authorization
The U.S. Department of
Homeland Security has
announced a new Electronic
System for Travel Authorization
(ESTA), a program that will be
utilized within the context of their
current Visa Waiver Program.
This will be important for any
Slovenian citizens planning a visit

to the U.S. after January 12,
2009.
Once ESTA is mandatory, all

nationals who plan to travel to
the United States for temporary
business or pleasure will require
an approved ESTA prior to
boarding a carrier to travel by air
or sea to the U.S. under the Visa
Waiver Program.

To apply for authorization to
travel to the United States under
the Visa  Wavier Program,
travelers will need to log on to
the ESTA website at
https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov and
complete an online application.

Applications should be submitted
no less than 72 hours prior to
travel. The ESTA web-based
system was made available for
voluntary applications starting

August 22, 2008

Aug. 1, 2008. For further
information regarding ESTA
please visit the U.S. Customs and
Border Patrol website at
http://www.cbp.gov/esta/.

Slovenia is making
“Diplomatic Connections”

The country of Slovenia as well
as the U.S. Embassy of Slovenia
was recently highlighted in the
summer edition of Diplomatic
Connections magazine.

Diplomatic  Connections is a
quarterly business summary that
spotlights Foreign Embassies in
the United States. In the
articles, a brief history of
Slovenia is discussed as well as
multiple recognitions of
Slovenia's accomplishments as a
country especially during its term
as President of the European
Union in the first half of 2008.
There are also a number of
pictures of the Embassy during
different events held throughout

the summer. Finally, the
magazine highlights the
embassy's very own Andrej

Berginc, Second Secretary; in an
article he wrote entitled “Friendly
Spies”.

'CONDOLEEZZA RICE, SECRETARY OF STATE AND EUROPEAN UNION AMBASSADORS
AT THE EMBASSY OF SLOVENIA IN WASHINGTON, D.C.

The cover of the magazine -
Ambassador Samuel Zbogar and
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
together with other EU Ambassadors
at the Embassy of Slovenia

www.washington.embassy.si
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Copies of the magazine are
available at the Embassy of
Slovenia.

Kres to Hold Annual
Performance

Cleveland, September 13 —
The Slovenian folk dancing
group, Folklorna skupina Kres
proudly presents its annual
performance which will be held
on Saturday, September 13,
2008 at 7:00 p.m at the
Slovenian National Home (6417
Saint Clair Avenue e Cleveland,
Ohio 44103). Consisting of 135
dancers ranging in age from
kindergarten to college-aged, the
group promises to thrill
audiences  with  contagiously
energetic Slovenian polkas, lively

skits and song, as well as
traditional dances originating
from the various regions of

beautiful Slovenia.

Dance is a crucial part of any
culture. The members of Kres
are dedicated to sharing the joy
of song and dance and educating
the public on age old, ethnic
traditions from Slovenia. From
exquisite and colorful traditional

costuming, to historically
researched choreography and
stylized dances, performances

appeal to audiences of all ages
and backgrounds.

Folklorna skupina Kres extends a
most sincere invitation to attend
the September 13 performance
which will be followed by dancing
with food and drink available
throughout the evening. Tickets
are $15.00 for all adult tickets
and table seats, and $5.00 for all
child balcony and child floor
seating. Tickets are on sale now!
Call Sonia Kolaric to reserve your
tickets or table at
(440)-256-1546.
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The Slovenian National Home is
located at 6417 Saint Clair
Avenue e Cleveland, Ohio 44103.

Direct All Inquiries to:

August 22, 2008

Paul Rozman, Vice President,
Public Relations Director
Folklorna skupina Kres
216.382.1491
paulrozman09@gmail.com

www.washington.embassy.si
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Video advertisement for the
performance:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=_jdus20a5TI
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